LEARNFLY

Choose the
Right Instructor

Your enjoyment (and success) of flight depend on it. - B¥ sTEVE MccaBE

LYING IS FLUN, make no o

Eike abou i Climbing up

it the sky, cruising along

miles above the world, and

[my persomal favorie) g
up a perfect approach lsefore shek-
ing in a landing so smasath you
wonder if yvou've really iouched
down yet—all of these things are
part of what ke 1 lllr_iu'.'.\ i
flying. In my 30some years, '
Yl Lo And many |l15ng'~. that can
even comnie close, (O conirse, ghaen
what e padd For the prvilege, o
really shomdd Bee Tun, bl that's a
whole separane story.)

S0 why would anvone vy 1o
mike fying miscrabler 1 have no
icless. bui that's precisely what
some insdrickors e, An bnstrac-
wod can show you what a thril, a
jov, fiyving can—and should—be.
He can alio make (lower armang-
i"H SEEIM N JIH:-EcI.I:n.-r more
ATACRINE OPLIOGL.

["ve= flown with a amber of namric-
bors, Bt there are teo who have stuck in
my memory. Il call them Mike and
kenny. Mike was my first instructior.
Whart this meant, and what he didn '
hather 1o realize, wis that a5 4 result o
future as a pilor rested largely in his
haneds, That's ql.lil:-u' o rl"||mm:||ri|i1\. il
vt thiak abhoa . 17 vou think absen i
Thar was the |hn|l|l4'|:|.. Lt Ty r—
dichn't take the trouble w vink abour i,
He sianply assumectl that since hee was the
istructor il | wis merely the stsdent,
I woilel acceg whatever he told me,

| realired that thas ﬂllt[l'll il be an
pdeal situation Mrom the start of our
veery first besson, Mike and | knen noals-
i about each mber, EXCEPL that we'd
e em :.ﬂigm,-rt tor ench ather by the
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D oo [nstructior listes Bo your questions. and vabidate
s in a way that you undestand? If 5o, you've got & masosd

= .

chief pilon’s office. | was placing a lot of
truast i @ man 1l neser met before:
amall, it tarmeed o, Bie was willing v pot
a litilis bos ek trest i me.

My “preflight briefing,” such as it
was, pomsissed of Mike elling me, "0k,
o |1-n|'!'|'iHI|I the |1|.:|:||r—|.'|.| L5 I:'i.ghi
with vou" So while a virgin palot went
ol B0 conduct his sy ever pfrt'l:iglll
chick, Mike lsdiered around the mmp,
chatting np a couple of good-leoking
voung lady pilots. (1 dido’t have the
heart 1o point out to him that, given
that they were half his age and twice his
height, he was likely wasting his time..}

Let's think abaaut this for a moment.
Mike had no idea of my flying knowl-
edge—ifiter all, he'd not even aken the
traubbe o et o Enow anything abssut

idlaln el

therm with angwies? Deis he explaln concepts and proos-

me—but he was willing 1o allow me o
take responsibility for the safery of a
plane which, as [ discovered over the
moaths | few i, was part of a singuilirly
poorly maintaned feet. He made no
attemnpt to make sure that the plane was
airworthy, preferming o st ik juacle-
ment of a pero-hour stdent besoking al
4 Cessna 172 for the second time in his
life, 1 found nothing oul of the ondi-
ruirys b then, an this paoint Sordinary”
was prety much defined by whatever |
s fromt of me at that moment. 1
the plane had had one wing mising
ainel r llti:lr.ll.'lll:l, I would have been
imclined v consicher it 1o be ordinary.

S0 up we went. Mike lectured me
abour my “sloppy” axiing whenever
ground wasn'i chewing him out for




You owe it to yourself to make sure that the instructor you choose, or who is
assigned to you, is acceptable to you. More, he should be suitable for you.

Your mstnacior i a wery imporiant pemon in your guest for yoor boense, Just a8 there are all kinds of ssudents,
there ar all s of i ractons. Find the rkght one for you

tedally misunderstanding departure pro-
cedures in ]al:l.l:f to avond the local
resiricied airspace. And then the pre-
Mighe briefing proper began, Runway
25, we reached Vi, 1 rotated, and thep—
i soaawer, o laser—he thought to ask,
=&, Steve, vou ever Bown before®

He had me fly sicep s on than
"I“I‘IE I:!m! for the recond, 1 flew them
beiter than [ ever have gdnee, incduding,
o ddake, on three spccessdl attempts omn
checkrides). He had me perform
maneuvers that pn.p.:—rll. 15._-|_n|pH 5111
commercil syltabi. He yelled at me and
belittled me., And, when | suggesied
that we make our first landing a full
stop instend of & tosch-umwd-go so thay [
could find a bag o beoome acquainied
with, he matde sire 1o bet me know that
I haed ne Futuere in aviadiomn,

So [ complained, not entirely umirea-
sopably, we the chiel, who, on hearing
Mike's name, did something [ don’t
think I've ever heard him do any other
time. He |:|.|||.|,JI|:\1|. I was rq'.mﬂigll.l.'ll [ 147
bhenny, and Mike, having clearly
annoved one payving customer too
many, was fired shontly altervands.

| staned agrain with Kenny and never
leoked back. A recent Emmdgrant, Benny

:pq.a-ke with a srang bui unkdentifiable
East-European aceent He maide ereadial
jokes and hogged the madio, But we got
on well ogether, and he mught me to iy,
He tnaght me, and this & something that
Mike clearly never had any interest in
doing. He made (ving fun—just as 1'd
oped it would be and just as Mike
had made me fear it would never
. He worked me hard, but never
made me feel like an idior {He
didn’t have to—I did just fine on
that score by mvsell.) "Kenny,
when can we leave this hold:" |
wotlel ask him during instrument
training: “When yvou get it right”
woiild be the invariable repdy.

Oh, don’t get me wrong—
Benny was far from perfect. The
page in his English-Baltic dicto-
mary Lhiad husd ‘Fu.lllnl.ml‘ o 1t had
clearly been ripped out many years
earlier, | was afrdd oo see his cell-
phooe bill. And the aceent—aone
in nnl‘,.' '|:|i|.1.' ihe controllers wha
had 10 decode his transmissions,
But while Mike wis an “ESirocnos™
by wirtue solehy of the G thai he
hadd an imstrucior’s ticked. Kenny
was a teacher, And thanks to

Mt sure you Feed good about and comioriablle mough with
et Dmaching $yke Bl jou come vy nom sath beon
hawing rrade & fitthe mone progres: fhom S Lst tine. And if
ol dan't, 14 0K 5o sy 50 and find a diferent instrucier, Tak
16 your i fnoctor sbout your congems; IF pou meet any mek-
Lo fox the change, try the Chisd Mot

Remmy, 1 got moy privite pilot's certalicate
and made sure to request Kenny as my
imstructor for dve mstrument rating that
he worked me just as hard through.

S0 what's the moral of this stor? It's
simple, There's a lot of money in avia-
ton, the old saving goes—1 know, I put it
there, My flying lessons have cost me
sniema Hhat would gil.'r iy acCountani
Fatheer palpitations, and [ wanl o get very
gond wahee for that hardeamed TTEEY.
So should you. Eemember, vou're pay
ing a loi for o deeam vou've held a long
time. Yo owe e o yoursel! v make sure
ikt the instrucior you choose, or who &
assigneid 1o you, is acceptable to you
More, he shouhi be suitable for vou I'm
sure that Mike might have been suimble
for some stdents (although [ can'e for
the life of me iI:IIHEiI'II' nlm]; he most
cerizinly was not, however, the right
msiructar for me.

In the WTOTE hands, “!ril:l“ can be
hard work—hard, miserable, tense and
[riF'.'hl.tl'li:liE lalsor. In the rl:ghl hanils,
however, flving can be the joy that we
kmvow 1 1o be.
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